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Analytical Thinking Skills

 

Apart from tasks involving primary and sometimes secondary sources for analysis, the
textbook also contains exercises which help students’ investigate historical questions. 
Traditionally essay writing was an important activity in history lessons and even today it
should be an important part of history learning however writing at length is not an easy task. 
This textbook acknowledges the fact that writing a lengthy response to a history question can
be a challenging and difficult task for 13, 14 and 15- year olds.  Therefore a number of
activities were created which breakdown the thought processes involved into simple steps
which eventually build up to writing an answer in essay form.  The student is further helped in
constructing his or her answer by a writing frame.  “A writing frame consists of a skeleton
outline to scaffold children’s non-fiction writing.  Here the pupils are supported by material
which guide their thinking and writing.” (Lewes and Wray, 1995 p.1)  These writing frames
are only found in the initial chapters of From the Coming of the Knights to EU Membership,
the idea is for students to gradually become familiar with the way essays are structured in
history and then by the end of the textbook, once they are increasingly accustomed to the
approach, they would be in a strong position to write history essays on their own.

 

 

 

Example 8: Analytical thinking task
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